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Foreword

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 
All Praise be to Allah and peace and blessings be upon His 

chosen servants

The education and training which Mawlānā Sayyid Abul 
H
˙

asan ʿAlī Nadwī  received under the supervision of his 
mentors was not confined to the affairs of Indian Muslims 
and their religious obligations. He had also learnt of the 
machinations of Islām’s adversaries in the contemporary age, 
and the need for challenging them. He, therefore, awakened 
people – through his lectures and writings – to the threats 
posed by the enemies of Islām. He was fully cognisant of the 
situation in India. Later, when he travelled to the Middle East 
and Europe, he drew attention towards the need for reform in 
these lands. His clarion call permeates his lectures and books.

During his travels to the UK, Mawlānā Sayyid Abul 
H
˙

asan Aʿlī Nadwī  delivered several lectures. Two 
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important lectures have been adeptly translated into English 
by Sulaiman Kazi, who had close affinity and association with 
Mawlānā . His brother, Mawlānā Khalil Ahmed Kazi has 
arranged for publication of these lectures under the auspices 
of his institute, Madina Academy, Dewsbury, UK.

The first lecture was delivered at the Markazi Masjid, 
Dewsbury in July 1983, when Mawlānā  visited the UK in 
relation to the establishment of the Oxford Centre for Islāmic 
Studies. The second lecture was delivered at Dārul ʿ Uloom 
Al Aʿrabiyyah Al Islāmiyyah, Bury in September 1991. This 
institute was established by the acclaimed Islāmic scholar 
and preacher, Mawlānā Muh

˙
ammad Yusuf Motala1 . On 

both occasions, I accompanied Mawlānā Sayyid Abul H
˙

asan 
Aʿlī Nadwī  and was present when he delivered the lectures. 
Whilst fully acknowledging the contribution of Muslims 
in Europe in the fields of Daʿ wah, Islāmic education and 
training, Mawlānā  highlighted some shortcomings and 
the need for further reform.

Mawlānā  had earlier visited the UK in June 1969. This 
was an important and long visit. The speeches he gave in this 
visit were transcribed by the renowned scholar and preacher, 
Mawlānā Yaqub Munshi2 دامت براكتهم.

Prior to 1969, Mawlānā  visited various European coun-
ties and delivered some important speeches. These were 
published in Urdu under the title “Maghrib se Kuch Saaf 
Saaf Baatein” and have also been translated and published 
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in English as “Speaking Plainly to the West”. The book has 
been widely acclaimed by readers in Arabic and English.

Mawlānā Sayyid Abul H
˙

asan ʿAlī Nadwī’s lectures reflect 
his incisive understanding of the West. The present work 
covers his lectures at the Markazi Masjid, Dewsbury and 
Dārul ʿ Uloom Al ʿArabiyyah Al Islāmiyyah, Bury, respectively. 
My dear colleague, Mawlānā Khalil Ahmed Kazi deserves 
recognition for publishing these in English for the benefit of 
a wider audience. It is hoped that this publication will allow 
readers to properly understand the challenges confronting 
Islāmic thought and guide them to possible solutions.

May Allah accept this publication and make it not only 
beneficial but also a source of guidance. “This is not at all 
difficult for Allah” (14:20).

MuH
˙

ammad RĀbiʿ  H
˙

asanī Nadwī3

Rector, Dārul Uʿloom Nadwatul Uʿlamā  
Lucknow, India

President, All India Muslim Personal Law Board

25th June 2021
15th Dhi Qāʿ dah 1442 
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Urdu Version of the Foreword
By Mawlānā Muh

˙
ammad Rābiʿ  H

˙
asanī Nadwī دامت براكتهم

Rector of Dārul Uʿloom Nadwatul Uʿlamā, Lucknow, India 
President of the All India Muslim Personal Law Board
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On 2nd September 1991/22nd Safar 1421, I was a second-
year student on the Āʿlimiyyah course at Dārul ʿ Uloom Al 
Aʿrabiyyah Al Islāmiyah, Bury (also known as Dārul ʿ Uloom 
Bury). At the time, my teacher and spiritual guide, Mawlānā 
Yusuf Motala  invited one of the foremost scholars of our 
time, Mawlānā Sayyid Abul H

˙
asan ʿAlī Nadwī  to deliver a 

speech at the seminary. In a short extemporaneous speech, 
he outlined the distinct features of faith and the importance 
of striving for the Islāmic cause. Almost a decade earlier, in 
1983, at the request of H

˙
āfiz

˙
 Muh

˙
ammad Patel4 , he had 

similarly given a thought-provoking speech on the topic of 
Daʿ wah in the West at the Markazi Masjid, Dewsbury (more 
commonly known as Dewsbury Markaz).  Both speeches are 
worthy of reflection for the important messages they convey.

To enhance this publication, “A Message to Muslims in the 
West” by Mawlānā Sayyid Abul H

˙
asan ʿAlī Nadwī  has also 

been included. Dr Muzammil Siddiqi of USA is to be credited 
for recording and later transcribing this priceless advice.
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Nadwī دامت براكتهم, Rector of Dārul ʿ Uloom Nadwatul ʿ Ulamā 
in Lucknow, India for agreeing to write the foreword. I am 
especially grateful to my brother, Sulaiman Kazi, lawyer for 
preparing and editing this publication. He has principally 
relied on audio recording and contemporaneous notes to 
ensure they reflect the essence of the original speeches. My 
thanks are also due to Ibrahim Hasan, lawyer for his help in 
kindly proofreading the text and my niece, H

˙
afiz

˙
a Fatimah 

Hans for her valuable comments and suggestions regarding 
the manuscript. May Almighty Allāh reward them all for 
their efforts.

Despite the passage of time, I believe Mawlānā Sayyid 
Abul H

˙
asan ʿAlī Nadwī’s words and wise counsel remain 

inspirational. I pray to Almighty Allāh that He enables us 
to benefit from his guidance. Āmeen

—Mawlānā Khalil Ahmed Kazi

Madina Academy 
Dewsbury, England

5th July 2021 
25th Dhul Qa dʿah 1442
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A Message to Muslims in the West

A Message to Muslims in the West

An extemporaneous message given by Mawlānā Sayyid Abul Ḣasan  
Aʿlī Nadwī  from Lucknow, India to Muslims living in America 

and the West, 3rd September 1983 
(

To my brethren, who are not seeing me and whom I am not 
seeing, greetings. Greetings of love, sincerity and affection.

You are very fortunate indeed, as Allāh has placed you in a 
new gold mine, or rather at a new mine of jewels. This is the 
mine of searching human souls, agitated hearts and restive 
minds that are looking for a path, a way that will restore them 
to faith and certitude, establish their link with the Creator 
of the Universe, make them understand His qualities and 
attributes and His unique relation with His creation. A way 
that can create in them the exalted motivations to grasp 
the expanse of the cosmos, the depth of the human soul 
and the flights of the human spirit. Allāh has given you this 
opportunity, which was not accessible before to many schol-
ars and pious figures. They used to long that Allāh would 
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give them the opportunity to introduce some new spirits to 
Islām, to build their confidence in Allāh and establish their 
contact with him. They used to pass ages without finding 
such an opportunity.

Allāh has sent you into that land. I do not subscribe to the 
logic of accidentalism. My mind cannot accept that anything 
in this world can happen without the will and plan of Allāh. 
I believe that Allāh has chosen you to live in that land, in 
the New World so that you may discover that new world. 
Columbus was not the only one to have this honour, it is time 
that every one of you seek the discovery of a new world. The 

“New World” that I am talking about is not a continent, but 
a world of humanity, human progress and human perfec-
tion. Whoever discovers this new world will do a favour to 
humanity greater than what Columbus did. To discover a 
new continent for the exploitation of one’s nation and its 
conquests is not a favour to humanity. You have a golden 
opportunity to discover a new world.

You must protect your own faith. The word “protect”, 
however, I consider below the rank of a Muslim. A Muslim 
is the protector of the faith of the nations of this earth. He 
protects their proper relationship with Allāh. To tell a Muslim 
to protect his own faith is below the rank of a Muslim. But 
the winds of faithlessness that are blowing around, and the 
new mental and spiritual unrest that is prevalent, especially 
in America, makes me say that you must protect your faith 
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there. You must in fact increase your faith. The failure of 
western culture, and the inadequacy of science and tech-
nology to fulfil those objectives of life that bring peace and 
satisfaction should urge you to present to them the noble 
message of Islām.

As the Arab envoys said long ago, we came to free men 
from being slaves of other men to becoming the servants of 
Allāh, and to free them from the narrowness of the world to 
the vastness of the world. Today, this mission is as important 
as it was in the seventh century after Christ; indeed, it has 
become even more important now. It is possible to fulfil this 
mission today as it was in the sixth and seventh centuries.

This mission was accomplished then by human beings, by 
the members of this Ummah and not the prophets. Those 
desert dwellers of Arabia, the camel riders and tent makers, 
they went to the courts of Caesar and Khosro and presented 
this message to them. They entered Rustam’s palace which 
was especially decorated for that occasion and when they 
were asked: “Why did you come here and what has brought 
you over here?” Theirs was a terse, bold answer without hesi-
tation: “Allāh has sent us and appointed us that we may, by 
his leave, liberate mankind from being slaves to each other 
to being servants of Allāh and from living in the narrowness 
of the world to living in the vastness of the world.”

I always say that if those Arabs would have said “We came 
to take you out from the narrowness of the world to the 
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vastness of the hereafter,” there would have been nothing of 
surprise in this. They had a right to say this because they were 
the only ones who knew hereafter. But what made them say 
that we came to bring you out from the narrowness of the 
world to the vastness of the world? They themselves were 
living in a land where even sufficient food was not available. 
They had not the knowledge or awareness of the vast regions 
of the world. They were living in isolation, almost separated 
from the rest of the world. But they meant to say that what 
you consider as the world is very small and narrow. Your 
world is only the world of food and drinks, of luxuries, of 
fulfilment of material needs. Your world is limited to some 
families, factories, or to fun places, but the real world is much 
bigger and greater than that. It is the world of spirit, Īmān, 
divine love, human compassion, universal brotherhood of 
man, and the world of efforts and labours to bring happi-
ness to the hearts and souls of others. This world is greater 
than your continents. If your continent were to be thrown 
in the ocean of this vast world, it would be no more than a 
small pebble.

This is our message to all Muslims. One of your brothers 
without seeing you, but trusting your faith, asks you that 
when Allāh has sent you to this new land, you become the 
ambassadors of Islām there. You are the unofficial ambassa-
dors. You are not paid any salaries, or have any formal contact 
with any government, but you are the direct ambassadors 
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of Islām; its ambassadors of faith, morality and goodness. 
Wherever you are and whatever social or economic levels of 
life you are in, you must consider yourself as the represent-
atives of Islām and its religious ambassadors.

I have said these words in a hurry at the request of my 
friend Muzammil Siddiqi. I do hope that the sincere feelings 
that are at work behind these words and my good wishes for 
you will add meaning to them. These words that are said in 
India in a corner of the city of Lucknow will reach thousands 
of Muslims and will find a way to their hearts. Please accept 
my Salaams, my sincere affection for you. I pray for you and 
ask you not to forget me also in your prayers.
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First Speech 
EffEctivE Da‘wah in thE wEst

A speech delivered by Mawlānā Sayyid Abul H
˙
asan  ʿAlī Nadwī  at 

the Markazi Masjid, Dewsbury, 1983 
(

I am filled with happiness by your reception. I would be 
most ungrateful if I do not respect your wishes and share 
my inner feelings. If I wish I could shower you with praises, 
for Almighty Allāh has bestowed me with an abundance of 
vocabulary, but I would not be fulfilling the right of friendship.

Daʿ wah in the Seerah
As you are aware, the Prophet  had a burning desire to 
invite humanity towards Islām. Despite thirteen years of 
untiring effort in Makkatul Mukarramah and seven years in 
Madinah Munawwarah, there was no large scale movement 
of non-Muslims into Islām. Between 7 AH and 10 AH, the 
period after the conquest of Makkah until the demise of 
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the Prophet , there was such an influx of people entering 
the ranks of Islām that was not witnessed in the preceding 
twenty years.

Imam al-Zuhrī5  (677–741), an eminent muh
˙
addith and 

tabiʿ ī, expressed surprise at this sea change, with so many 
people embracing Islām in a matter of just three years. Along 
with other distinguished muh

˙
additheen, he has commented 

that this was due to non-Muslims having had an oppor-
tunity, for the first time, to observe and intermingle with 
Muslims, witnessing their honesty, fair dealing, compassion 
and sole reliance on Almighty Allāh. This left such a deep 
and profound impression on non-Muslims that thousands 
entered into the fold of Islām within a relatively short period 
of time.

Applying the Lessons Now
This incident also contains abundant lessons on how Muslims 
should live in this country. Their conduct should be sublime 
and captivating. Whosoever should see us should accept 
Islām. Whosoever sits with us should be inclined towards 
Islām. There should be no need to convince anyone to accept 
the Truth.

Therefore, if you wish to live peacefully in this country 
and present Islām to the host community you will need to 
inculcate and manifest sterling qualities, not just inside the 
Masājid but also outside in the streets, in the markets, in your 
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daily activities, and at home. A life of Taqwā will immediately 
attract non-Muslims towards Islām.

Dangers of Living Insular
As an ordinary student of Islām, it is my religious responsi-
bility to warn you. If you do not lead an upright life, if you 
continue to live an insular lifestyle and you fail to manifest 
the beauty of Islām to non-Muslims, then you face some 
real dangers. In such a case, there is no reason for you to 
feel content and secure in this country.

If ever the fire of race, religion, or nationalism rages here 
you will not be saved. In Spain there were mosques a hundred 
times more beautiful than yours. So, do not feel content and 
self-satisfied. As an ordinary student of religion, I would 
wish to express my joy and happiness at this wonderful new 
mosque but I cannot congratulate you without ignoring the 
lessons of history.

Lessons from Spain
Others may not speak to you as plainly, but remember the 
glorious Masjid of Cordoba in Spain. It still stands as a visible 
reminder of your magnificent past. ʿ Allāmah Iqbāl6  (1877–
1938), Poet of the East, so eloquently reminisces the great 
legacy of Islāmic Spain in his famous poem, “Masjid-e-Qurt-
aba”. He reminds us that in Islāmic Spain there were such 
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beautiful Masājid, celebrated Madāris and renowned scholars 
like Shaykh al-Akbar7   (1165–1240), Ibn H

˙
azm8  (994–

1064), Imām al-Qurt
˙
ubī9  (1214–1273), Imām Shāt

˙
ibī10  

(720–790) – and how many others shall I mention?
However, once the flames of religious sectarianism started 

to rage, the Masājid and Madāris became deserted. Islāmic 
Spain, which boasted such magnificent structures, distin-
guished educational centres, refined culture and society all 
but perished. Regrettably, the Muslims of Spain, despite 
enjoying such a high standard of living, did not draw the 
non-Muslims of that country to see the truth of Islām, fail-
ing to warn them of the dangers of disbelief. The ensuing 
religious violence subsequently consumed them like a 
morsel. The Arabs of Islāmic Spain, despite their glowing 
history, architectural splendour and vast ocean of knowledge, 
were displaced from the country. Today, unfortunately, the 
ears wait in anticipation to hear the Adhān and the empty 
mosques thirst for S

˙
alāh.

Earn Your Place
My dear brothers, you must earn your place. You should 
leave an imprint of your value on the host community. You 
must show that your exemplary conduct is far nobler. You 
must impart on wider society the lessons of humanity. Please 
exemplify such noble virtues which confirms that there 
cannot be found more upright humans elsewhere besides 
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you. You need to establish your worth, showing what a bless-
ing and mercy you are for this country.

If, however, you decide to live in an enclosed environment 
simply content with your S

˙
alāh and S

˙
aum, apathetic to the 

people and society you are living in, failing to introduce them 
to the high Islāmic values and your own personal qualities, 
then I caution you. Beware lest any religious or sectarian 
violence flares up. In such a situation, you will not find safety 
or protection.

I pray to Almighty Allāh my prediction is totally 
unfounded. But, remember, you are guests here. Your 
Tablīgh, Masājid, Madāris, Iʿbādah and religious sacrifices 
are all worthy of commendation. May Almighty Allāh grant 
you more Barakah. But do not forget to earn your place in 
this country. Gain proficiency in the national language and 
use it to effectively propagate Islām. Prepare writers and 
orators to convey the message of Islām. Although you will 
distance yourself from their religion, do not distance your-
selves from them. Please establish your credibility to the 
extent that if you were entrusted with onerous responsibili-
ties, as was Prophet Yusuf , you do not shirk but embrace 
all challenges wholeheartedly.

Get Your Priorities Right
You will have to present a new pattern of life to this country. 
You will not earn recognition by exerting yourselves in the 
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workplace. If you overwork, you will be looked upon dispar-
agingly and be likened to horses and bulls. In fact, you will 
be labelled as “money–making machines”. However, if you 
are able to show people you are worshippers and devotees 
of Almighty Allāh and not wealth; you do not bow before 
power but only before virtue; you are humans and think like 
humans; you are concerned not only about yourselves but 
also about others; you are compassionate about your own 
children as well as theirs; and you are earnestly concerned 
about the path of destruction they have chosen for them-
selves, then you will earn their respect. They will begin to 
respect Islām and become desirous of studying it. They will 
ask you for literature concerning Islāmic beliefs and practices 
and an opportunity will arise here for you to promote Islām.

On the other hand, if you remain preoccupied in eating 
and working, engaged in prayers, remaining indifferent and 
oblivious to what is happening in the country, isolated within 
the Muslim community, totally apathetic to what is happen-
ing outside, which direction the country is taking – in such 
a situation if there is trouble then you will not be saved.

Strengthen Your Position
It was my intention to convey and accentuate this message to 
you as I do not know whether I will be able to visit you again 
in the future. You have gathered here with love and affection 
and therefore it was easy for me to convey my message. As a 
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student of religion it would have been convenient for me to 
recommend the virtue of reciting various Azkār or prescribe 
certain Wazā'if but you might not get an opportunity of 
listening to this kind of message from others.

I conclude by reiterating the message of my talk. Please 
strengthen your position in this country. Earn your recogni-
tion and do not be like a straw or crop that is uprooted by a 
mere breeze. You should be so firm that not even a hurricane 
is able to displace you. Display such noble character that 
you attract the hearts of the people. You will then see how 
they stand up to defend you. If there is the slightest hostility 
towards you, they will be the first ones to support and argue 
what a blessing you are for them.

May Almighty Allāh grant us the ability to understand 
what is right. May He bless and protect you. Āmeen.

Praise be to Allāh, Lord of the worlds.
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Second Speech 
DistinctivE fEaturEs of faith

A speech delivered by Mawlānā Sayyid Abul H
˙
asan  ʿAlī Nadwī  at 

Dārul Uʿloom Al Aʿrabiyyah Al Islāmiyyah, Bury, 1991 
(

My dear respected Hazrat Mawlānā Yusuf Motala Saheb 
(1946–2019), distinguished teachers and respected brothers!

About this Madrasa
I would like to start by sharing some feelings and impressions. 
I have been to this institute once or twice before. However, 
after arriving today, I feel delighted to observe the advance-
ment of the college, its buildings and scenery. I am reminded 
of the couplet of Aʿllāmah Iqbāl   (1877–1938). He said: 

“Forget the arid lands, we caused the horses to gallop in the 
darkness of the ocean.” With slight variation, I am going to 
alter these words to say: “Forget the lands, we planted an 
oasis on the island.” This country is an island surrounded by 
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the darkness of false beliefs and materialism but in its midst 
is this Madrasa, which is like an oasis of Almighty Allāh’s 
special mercy and distinct favour. Its existence is a miracle 
of Islām and a manifestation of the sincerity of its founders.

Having travelled a very long distance, I do not want to 
hide my feelings. The environment of this Madrasa does 
not make me feel like a stranger or that I am in a new 
place. I almost feel like I am at home, amongst friends and 
acquaintances. In fact, I feel as though I am in Dārul ʿ Uloom 
Deoband11 or Maz

˙
ahir ʿ Uloom12 or Nadwatul ʿ Ulamā13 or in 

Markaz Niz
˙
āmuddīn14. Put simply, I feel as though I am in 

familiar territory.
With this prelude, I want to discuss some important 

matters of interest. Matters which you may not get a chance 
to listen to from others, or I might not get an opportunity 
to share with you again. I apologise in advance if you had 
any preconceptions or expectations that I would speak to 
you on the importance of religious education. I am sorry to 
disappoint you. I owe it to you to speak candidly. You have 
gone out of your way to make me and my companions feel 
welcomed. It is therefore only right that I do not disappoint 
you and that I reciprocate your earnestness.

The conclusions I wish to share with you today are based 
on my extensive study and experience as a student of Islām.
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Purpose of Madrasa
My honourable friends, the first point I wish to clarify is that 
this Madrasa, or any other, is not only a place of learning or 
teaching but also a place for gathering thoughts. The purpose 
of this Madrasa is not simply to learn the Arabic language or 
graduate as Muslim scholars. The actual purpose is for you 
to acquire Islāmic knowledge, act upon it, remain committed 
to it and be preachers of it.

The right of this faith is that you are committed to it. The 
religious reformers who established these Madāris were 
devoted viceroys of the Prophet . We are indebted to 
their spirituality and hardwork and should exert ourselves 
wholeheartedly and remain committed to the effort of faith.

Distinctive Features of Faith
Friends, let me illustrate my points with reference to a histor-
ical event which took place at Dārul ‘Uloom Deoband. As 
some of you will already know, I have greatly enjoyed and 
benefitted from the company of its pious personalities. For 
this reason, I was invited as a guest to its centenary celebra-
tions in 1980. The number of people who participated in 
that gathering reminded me of the swathes of people who 
assemble on the plains of Aʿrafah during the H

˙
ajj. In my 

speech, at the time, I alluded to some matters which I will 
reiterate again today.
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It is worth remembering that Deoband, with whom you 
are associated, has four distinctive features: first, Tawh

˙
īd or 

purity of belief in the oneness of Almighty Allāh; secondly, 
steadfast obedience to the Sunnah; thirdly, the Zikr or 
remembrance of Almighty Allāh and fourthly, concern for 
the defence of Islām and elevating Allāh’s word. Some groups 
have two and three of these features, but the group you are 
associated with is foremost distinguished in its pure and 
unadulterated belief in Tawh

˙
īd.

Pure Belief
Let us remember that a pure belief in Allāh has no room for 
idolatry or worship of lineage. It has no room for worship-
ping a spiritual guide. Besides Almighty Allāh, there is no 
one who deserves His worship. It is this understanding that 
elevates your group from the rest. Remember, you are follow-
ers of Allāh’s pure religion: “Surely pure religion is for Allāh 
only” (3:39). This attribute is the most deserving of respect 
and worthy of safeguarding. Indeed, you are protectors and 
preachers of this worthy attribute.

Obedience to the Sunnah
Your second distinctive feature is obedience to the Sunnah. 
This applies whether we are standing, sitting, sleeping, awake, 
eating, involved in dealings, in meetings etc. In short, in every 
aspect of our life, to the best of our ability, we should try our 
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utmost to act upon the Sunnah of the Prophet Muh
˙
ammad .

Connection with Allāh
Your third distinctive feature is the connection with Allāh 
through His remembrance and seeking forgiveness from 
Him. The belief in Allāh’s omnipresence and omniscience. 
To love Allāh by remembering Him at all times and earnestly 
seek His assistance in a manner which can be interpreted 
as Divine love. This special link of worshipping Almighty 
Allāh can be described by the technical term “Tas

˙
awwuf ” 

or Sufism.

Defence of Religion
Your fourth distinctive feature is to have concern for the 
defence of Islām. In other words, you abhor all forms of 
disbelief and polytheism and have a strong desire to raise 
the word of Allāh and the banner of Islām.

I should add that some groups are alongside you in pure 
monotheism but do not regard the remembrance of Allāh 
to be essential. Whist there are others, who are with you in 
the remembrance of Allāh, perhaps to a greater extent than 
you, but they pay little heed to observing pure monotheism. 
Although they perform Zikrullāh, audibly and inaudibly in 
congregations, they are involved not only in innovation but 
also in idolatry practices. It is unknown how many idols 
they associate as partners with Allāh. Their practices clearly 
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demonstrate, whilst they may not say it explicitly with their 
tongues, that they openly profess the power of benefit and 
harm, sickness and good health, good and bad fate to some-
one other than Allāh.

Religious Concern and Fervour
There are also some groups who adhere to pure monotheism, 
obedience to the traditions of the Holy Prophet , observe 
the remembrance of Allāh but do not have any religious 
regard or concern for religion. They are oblivious to where 
Islām originated from and how the infidels revolted against 
the True Faith; how they tried to abolish any trace of Islām. 
They lack the religious fervour and emotions about which 
Prophet Ibrāhīm  said:

“We disown you and what you worship instead of 
Allāh. We disbelieve in you. Enmity and hatred 

has arisen between us and you forever, unless you 
believe in Allāh alone” (60:4).

Thus, some Muslim groups do not have strong emotions 
in elevating the Word of Allāh. They pay no attention to the  
political or social state of Muslims in the world, about their 
honour or dignity, their freedom or subjugation, their adver-
sities or hardships. They consider themselves absolved of any 
responsibility to such matters. Their position is “We invoke 
Allāh’s name, declare the Oneness of Allāh, are obedient to 
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the Sunnah of the Prophet Muh
˙
ammad . Everything else 

is not our responsibility.” They do not have any deep feelings 
in the prophetic saying: “So that the Word of Allāh may be 
supreme” (Bukhārī) or the Qur'ānic dictum “and total obedi-
ence becomes for Allāh” (39:8).

Saviours of Islāmic Spirit
As a student of Islāmic history I can clearly attest that this 
feeling of service and self-sacrifice for religion and the aspi-
ration to raise Allāh’s word was very evident in our pious 
scholars, their ancestors and their descendants. In recent 
centuries, we can observe this commitment in a profound 
way especially in the life of Hazrat Mujaddid Alfe Thānī, 
Shaikh Ah

˙
mad Sirhindhi15  (1564–1624) and after him in 

Hazrat Shāh Waliullāh Dehlavī16  (1703–1762) and his family.
Hazrat Shāh Waliullāh Dehlavī  and his four children, 

particularly Shāh ʿ Abdul ʿ Azīz Dehlavī17  (1746–1823), as 
well as his spiritual successors were able to propagate the 
teachings of Ah

˙
adīth in India, which was hitherto almost 

non-existent. Our Islāmic seminaries are indebted to them 
for their explanation, elucidation and annotation of the S

˙
ih
˙
ah

˙
 

Sitta, or The Authentic Six H
˙

adīth books: namely, Bukhārī, 
Muslim, Tirmidhī, Abu-Dāūd, Nasa'ī and Ibn-Mājah. Indeed, 
Shāh Waliullāh Dehlavī  and his children made a signifi-
cant contribution to the dissemination of Ah

˙
ādīth.
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After this, with the divine grace of Almighty Allāh, Shāh 
Ismāʿ īl Shaheed18  (1779–1831) was able to convey, with 
courage and eloquence, pure monotheism to the people in 
the Indian sub-continent. He was able to revive the religious 
conviction of people and imbue in them passion and deter-
mination for Islām. He rejuvenated the people to implement 
the teachings of Islām into their lives and to live and die 
for Allāh.

An example of the same spirit to serve the cause of H
˙

adīth 
and follow the Sunnah was found in our respected Shai-
khul H

˙
adīth Mawlānā Muh

˙
ammad Zakariyya Kāndhelwi19  

(1898–1980) – affectionately known as “H
˙

azrat Shaikh”– his 
teachers, companions and students. I regard this institute as 
H
˙

azrat Shaikh’s memorial, since it was established with his 
blessings and by his disciples.

Taqwiyatul Īmān
I ought to mention that H

˙
azrat Shaikh  exhorted me 

several times to translate into Arabic the book “Taqwiyatul 
Īmān” (Strengthening of Faith) by Shāh Ismāʿ īl Shāheed . 
I respectfully said to him that it had already been trans-
lated but he insisted I render my own translation. I avoided 
doing so, due to my other commitments, until I went to 
Madīnah in 1980. At the time, Hazrat Shaikh  was residing 
in the blessed city. On the day I was departing, he sent me 
a message through a friend that I should initiate the Arabic 
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translation of the book whilst sat in the Riyādhul Jannah.
As you will appreciate, during travel, the temperament 

for writing is not present. I therefore found it very difficult. 
In Madīnah, at the time, it was mostly raining and it would 
often only be possible to offer S

˙
alāh outside in the courtyard. 

I also did not have suitable residence where I could find the 
peace of mind to write. Despite my predicament, on the final 
day of my stay, fully conscious of H

˙
azrat Shaikh’s earnest 

request, I commenced the Arabic translation of the book 
as recommended whilst sitting in the Riyādhul Jannah. As 
I started writing I felt a deep gratification and solace which 
cannot be described in words. I felt this was a task which 
was divinely accepted by Almighty Allāh. After translat-
ing some introductory passages, I asked a friend to go and 
read it out to H

˙
azrat Shaikh, who used to sit in meditation 

and contemplation by Bābul Uʿmrah. H
˙

azrat Shaikh not 
only listened attentively but expressed his deep satisfaction, 
employing such words of appreciation I feel humbled to 
repeat before you.

In the preface to “Taqwiyatul Īmān”, which was published 
in Arabic as “Risālatut Tawh

˙
eed”, I wrote that the secret to the 

book’s success was in its articulation of monotheism. People 
used to think they believed in the unity of God and that the 
subject matter concerned practises relating to earlier civilisa-
tions. However, Shāh Ismāʿ īl Shāheed  was able to elucidate 
the subject matter with such subtlety and clarity, making 
people feel full of remorse and revulsion for polytheistic 
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practices or if indulged in such rituals, to earnestly seek 
repentance. This clear and undiluted exposition of mono-
theism is from your distinctive features of Deoband.

Ḣadīth and Gujarat
Please strengthen your link and connection with Hazrat 
Shāh Waliullāh Dehlavī , his family and the venera-
ble Uʿlamā of Deoband.  You are their co-religionists and 
vested with the task of protecting the religion of Islām. 
Remember, you are not learning Arabic for the purpose of 
obtaining employment in an Arab country. Arabic is not for 
that purpose. In fact, its purpose is for the four distinctive 
features as outlined earlier. In this regard, I encourage you to 
study my book “Tārīkh-i Daʿ wat wa Azīmat”, which has also 
been translated into English as “Saviours of Islāmic Spirit”. 
Reading this will enable you to appreciate the contribution 
of those stalwarts of Islām who defended the faith. 

Most of you are from Gujarat, so I invite you to study 
the book by my father, Mawlāna H

˙
akīm Sayyid ʿAbdul H

˙
ai 

H
˙

asanī20  (1869–1924) titled: “Yaade Ayyām”. The book 
has a valuable introduction by Professor Khāliq Ah

˙
mad 

Nizāmī  (1925–1997), who was the Head of the depart-
ment of history at Aligarh Muslim University. You should 
be aware that the knowledge of H

˙
adīth has come to the 

Indian subcontinent with the help of Gujarat. Furthermore, 
I encourage you to study the books of history concerning 
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our pious predecessors, so you know who they were and 
how you can emulate them in their self-sacrifice for Islām.

Western Civilisation and Culture
My brothers, you are living and studying in England. This 
country has a pre-eminent place in western civilisation. You 
need to know this country’s history and civilisation. You 
need to know how they ruled as a colonialist power. You also 
need to familiarise yourselves about the historical conflict 
in the West between religion and science and what emerged 
from it. Study the book “History of the Conflict between 
Religion and Science” to gain an understanding and appreci-
ation of how Europe slipped away from religion into disbelief 
and apostacy. I also recommend you to read “The Climb and 
Fall of the Roman Empire”, which traces Western civilisa-
tion from its rise to its fall and the revolutions it underwent. 
Another book I strongly suggest you to read is “The History 
of European Morals”, which surveys the nature and foun-
dations of Western morals, discussing its relationship with 
belief, the existence of materialism and distrust of religion. 
Their historical and psychological causes and reasons are 
also explored.

By mentioning the above, my purpose is for you to under-
take a critical appraisal of western civilisation and rebut 
those who blindly advocate its virtue. With confidence you 
can declare you have not only studied it but you are aware of 
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its origins, strengths and limits. You understand how it has 
come to oppose the religion of Islām. You should be able to 
differentiate what aspects of the civilisation can be accepted 
and what can be rejected outright. We can accept some of 
their learning in geography, ancient history, science and tech-
nology. However, there are aspects of western civilisation 
which have harmed humanity and they need highlighting. 
It is never possible for Muslims to be in consonance with 
atheism, agnosticism, immorality and irreligiousness.

Language and Daʿ wah
I also want to emphasise to you the importance of language 
in preaching and propagating Islām. For instance, I consid-
ered this matter when I wrote my book “Seeratun Nabawī”, 
translated as “Muh

˙
ammad : Prophet of Mercy”. I observed 

how the Prophet  wrote letters to the kings and emperors 
of countries. I highlighted how language and personalities 
played a significant role in the dissemination of Islām. To 
Kaiser, the king of the Roman Empire, he sent a S

˙
ah

˙
ābī to 

deliver his message of Islām, who knew the language of the 
people and was also aware of the social conditions prevalent 
in the land. Similarly, I have mentioned how certain S

˙
ah

˙
ābā 

were specially chosen for delivering the message of Islām. 
Random and haste decisions were not taken, but care and 
prudence was exercised in delivering the message of Islām. 
If there are any shortcomings in this respect, they can prove 
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detrimental and result in disservice to Islām.
For these reasons, I urge you to learn the English language 

effectively. After graduating from this institute, it should not 
be the case that you cannot properly converse in English 
or that people are amazed that you studied at an institute 
in this country without becoming proficient in the Engligh 
language. This is not a praiseworthy quality. In Islām, there 
is no prejudice against any language.

I conclude my talk by praying to Almighty Allāh for the 
progress and advancement of this institute. May He protect 
it from unseen calamities. May Allāh accept us all. Āmeen.

Praise be to Allāh, Lord of the worlds.*

*For free download of books in English, Urdu and Arabic written by Mawlānā Sayyid Abul 
Hasan Alī Nadwī , please visit: www.abulhasanalinadwi.org
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Extract
from a handwritten note by Mawlānā Yaʿ qūb Qasmi دامت براكتهم  

of the speech at DārulʿUloom Al Aʿrabiyyah Al Islāmiyyah, Bury
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1  Mawlānā Muh
˙

ammad Yusuf Motala  (1946–
2019/1365–1440) - full name was Muh

˙
ammad Yusuf ibn Sule-

man ibn Qasim Motala. He was the founder of Dārul ʿ Uloom 
Al Aʿrabiyyah Al Islāmiyyah, Bury, England and one of the 
disciples of Mawlānā Muh

˙
ammad Zakariyya Kāndhelwī .  

He established several Islāmic institutes and wrote a number 
of books, including Ad

˙
wā-ul-Bayān, an Urdu translation of 

the Holy Qur'ān.

2  Mawlānā Yaʿ qūb Qāsmī  ( - 1931/1349) – دامت براكتهم – full 
name is Yaʿ qūb Ismāʿīl Munshi. He studied Islāmic sciences 
at Dārul Uʿloom Ashrafiyyah in Rander, Gujarat, India and 
Bukhārī Sharīf under Mawlānā H

˙
ussain Ah

˙
mad Madanī 

 (1879-1957/1296-1377) at Dārul Uʿloom Deoband. He 
emigrated to England in 1966. He was a pioneer in the UK 
Tablīghī Jamat and later established the Sharee Council in 
Dewsbury. He has written several books, including Islāmī 
Nikāh

˙
 wa T

˙
alāq, Islāmī Māh aur Ru'yat Hilāl and Awqāt 

S
˙
awm wa S

˙
alāt.

3  Mawlānā Muh
˙

ammad Rābī h
˙

asanī Nadwī دامت براكتهم  
(1921/1341–) - serves as the rector of Dārul ʿ Uloom Nadwatul 
ʿUlamā, Lucknow, India, president of the All India Muslim 
Personal Law Board and a member of Rābit

˙
a ʿAālam-e-Islāmī, 
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Makkah and numerous international academies and institues. 
He has authored over 30 books in Arabic and Urdu, includ-
ing Jazeeratu-ʿArab, Rahbar-e-Insānīyat and Al-Hidāyat 
Al-Qur'ānīat Safīnat Najāt Al Insānīah. He is the nephew of 
Mawlānā Sayyid Abul H

˙
asan ʿAlī Nadwī .

4  H
˙

afiz
˙
 Muh

˙
ammad Patel  (1926-2016/1344-1442) – 

widely known as H
˙

afiz
˙
 Patel. He was Amīr of the Tablīghī 

Jamaat in the UK and Europe. He emigrated to England  in 
1962 and later established the Markazi Masjid, Dewsbury, 
which is the headquarters of the Tablīghī Jamaat in Europe.

5  Imām al-Zuhrī  (677–741/58–124) – Ibn Shihāb Zuhrī  
was born in Madina and studied H

˙
adīth under H

˙
ad

˙
rat Anas 

ibn Mālik  and other S
˙
ah

˙
ābāh . He also benefited 

tremendously from the senior Tābiʿ īn . 

6  Dr Muh
˙
ammad Iqbāl  (1877–1938/1294–1357) – widely 

known as Aʿllāmah Iqbāl, was a Muslim poet and philoso-
pher. He wrote poetry in Urdu and Persian. His poetry is 
considered to be revolutionary.

7  Shaykh al-Akbar  (1165–1240/561–638) – full name was 
Muh

˙
īyy-ad-Dīn Muh

˙
ammad, also famously known as Ibn 

Arabi. He was a Sufi, poet and philosopher born in Spain 
and died in Damascus. His major works are the monumental 
Al-Futūh

˙
āt al-Makkiyyah and Fus

˙
ūs

˙
 al-H

˙
ikam.

8  Ibn H
˙

azm  (994–1064/384–456) – full name was Abū 
Muh

˙
ammad ʿ Alī ibn Ah

˙
mad ibn Saʿ īd Ibn H

˙
azm and was 
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born in Cordoba. He was a Muslim litterateur, historian, 
jurist, and theologian of Islāmic Spain, famed for his liter-
ary productivity, breadth of learning and mastery of the 
Arabic language.

9  Imām al-QurT
˙
ubī  (1214–1273/611–672) – was an Anda-

lusian jurist, Islāmic scholar and muh
˙
addith. He is well known 

for his commentary of the Qur'ān named Tafsīr al-Qurt
˙
ubī.

10  Imam ShāT
˙
ibī  (1320–1388/720–790) – was a senior 

Andalusi imām, researcher and Mujtahid of his time. Together 
with being a exegist, H

˙
adīth scholar, jurist and linguist, he 

was a man of asceticism and piety, and an expert in the field 
of debating.

11  Dārul Uʿloom Deoband – in Deoband, Uttar Pradesh, 
India was founded in 1866/1282 to train religious leaders who 
would promote moral and religious regeneration of Muslims, 
whilst imparting the original tenets of Islām.

12  Madrasa MaZ
˙
ahir Uʿloom – in Saharanpur, Uttar 

Pradesh, India was founded in 1866/1282 with objectives 
similar to Deoband but with a focus on H

˙
adīth studies.

13  Dārul Uʿloom Nadwatul Uʿlamā – in Lucknow, India 
was founded in 1894/1311 with the objective of combining 
ancient and modern forms of knowledge, promoting unity 
and presenting Islām effectively in the modern world.
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14  Markaz Niz
˙
āmuddīn – also called Banglewali Masjid, 

is a mosque located in Niz
˙
āmuddīn West in South Delhi, 

India. It is the birthplace and the global headquarters of the 
Tablīghī Jamaat, which was started by Mawlānā Muh

˙
ammad 

Ilyās Kandhelwi  in 1926/1344.

15  Hazrat Mujaddid Alfe Thānī, Shaikh Ah
˙
mad Sirhin-

dhi  (1564–1624/972–1034) – was an Indian Islāmic scholar, 
a H

˙
anafī jurist, and an Imām of the Naqshbandī Sufi order. 

He worked to oppose heretical doctrines prevalent in the 
time of the Mughal Emperor Akbar.

16  Shāh Waliullāh Dehlavi  (1703–1762/ 1115–1176) – was 
a scholar and Muh

˙
addith. He was the first to translate the 

Qur'ān into Persian in the Indian sub-continent. He wrote 
many books in Persian and Arabic. Amongst the most 
famous were H

˙
ujjat-Allāh al-Bāligha and Izālah-al-Khifā.

17  Shāh ʿAbdul ʿAzīz Dehlavi  (1746–1823/1159–1239) – was 
the eldest son of Shāh Waliullāh Dehlavi  and was only 17 
years old when Shāh Waliullāh Dehlavi  died. He took over 
as the teacher of H

˙
adīth in place of his father.  He translated 

the Qur'ān into Urdu.

18  Shāh Ismāʿ īl Shaheed  (1779–1831/1193–1247) – was 
the grandson of the famous Islāmic scholar and leader 
Shāh Waliullāh Dehlavī , through his son Shāh Aʿbdul 
Ghanī . He was a prominent scholar who joined the 
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religious revivalist movement in northern India under the 
leadership Sayyid Ah

˙
mad Shahīd  (1786–1831/1200–1247).

19  Shaikhul H
˙

adīth Mawlānā Muh
˙
ammad Zakariyya 

Kāndhelwi  (1898–1980/1316–1401) – was a Muh
˙
addith 

at Madrasa Maz
˙
āhir Uʿloom. His notable works are Awjaz 

al-Masālik, an Arabic commentary on Imam Mālik's Muwat
˙
t
˙
ā, 

Khas
˙
ā'il-i Nabawī, an Urdu translation and commentary on 

Imām at-Tirmidhī's Shamā'il and Fazā'il Aʿ māl (Tablīghī 
Nis

˙
āb), a collection of treatises on the virtue of good deeds.

20  Mawlānā H
˙

akīm Sayyid Aʿbdul H
˙

ai H
˙

asanī  (1869–
1924/1286–1343) – was the father of Mawlānā Sayyid Abul 
H
˙

asan ʿAlī Nadwī  and a prominent historian and muh
˙
ad-

dith. He wrote an 8-volume Arabic encyclopedia called 
Nuzhat-al-Khawāt

˙
ir, which has biographical notes of more 

than 5,000 theologians and jurists of the sub-continent.
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5 Main Objectives of Makātib

Makatib, or primary centres of islamic learning, play a significant role in preserv-

ing the religious and moral identity of our children and future generations. In this 

booklet, five main objectives of Makātib are outlined in a clear and concise manner. 

It is an English translation of a speech delivered in Urdu by Mawlānā Abdullah Kapo-

drawi  before a group of ʿ Ulamā, youngsters and professionals at Madina Academy, 

Dewsbury, England. This will prove essential reading for not only those managing or 

teaching at Makātib, but also parents and Muslims generally.

Mawlānā Abdullah Kapodrawi 



A Message to Muslims in the West contains heartfelt advice from Mawlānā 
Sayyid Abul H

˙
asan ʿ Alī Nadwī , reminding them of the opportunity for Daʿ wah, 

importance of protecting their faith and their purpose and mission in life. 
In Two Speeches, he speaks impromptu and passionately, first at the Markazi 

Masjid in Dewsbury, the headquarters of the Tablīgh Jamat in Europe. He high-
lights the lessons of Seerah and its application to Muslims living in the West, 
drawing reference to the lessons of Islāmic Spain, counselling them to live for 
a greater purpose of Daʿ wah and implores them to strengthen their position 
in the country. In the second lecture, Mawlānā Sayyid Abul H

˙
asan Aʿlī Nadwī 

speaks at the oldest religious seminary in Europe, Dārul Uʿloom Al Aʿrabiyyah 
Al Islāmiyyah, Bury. Although addressing Uʿlamā and students at the institute, 
he reminds all Muslims generally about the distinctive features of their faith, the 
importance of striving for the Islāmic cause, learning and drawing inspiration 
from the lives of pious scholars, critically understanding Western civilisation and 
culture and responding wisely to the cause of Daʿ wah in the West.

•

MawlĀnĀ Sayyid Abul H
˙
asan Aʿlī Nadwī (1914-1999) was one of the 

most widely read and influential Muslim scholars of his time. He hailed from a 
family which produced scholars and spiritual masters such as Shah Aʿlamullāh 
Naqshbandī  (1624-1685) and Sayyid Ah

˙
mad Shaheed  (1786–1831). He was 

Rector of Nadwatul ʿ Ulamā in Lucknow, India and was associated with a number 
of Islāmic organisations and educational institutions worldwide. For his services 
to Islām, he was awarded the King Faisal Award and other numerous accolades. 
He was a powerful orator and writer, both in Urdu and Arabic. Some of his books 
which have been translated into English include: Islām and the World, Stories of 
the Prophets, Muh

˙
ammad: The Apostle of Mercy and Saviours of Islāmic Spirit. The 

unifying theme of Mawlana Sayyid Abul H
˙
asan ʿ Alī Nadwī’s tireless commitments, 

as a scholar and Dāʿ ee, was the spiritual well-being of Muslims, emphasising to 
them their relationship with Allāh and each other, and their response to Western 
cultural influences.

www.madinaacademy.org.uk
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